i DEC '29 ]    AMENDMENTS TO INDEPENDENCE MOTION
of great thankfulness for the country that two great leaders have at last given the
right lead to the country by refusing to send in any representative from the Congress
to the so-called Round Table Conference. Sir John Simon, when he was here with
his Commission, hinted that all those who did not give any evidence before him
would be called for some conference there. That is the conference which is now
developed by Mr. Wedgwood Benn. It is not the Round Table Conference at which
our constitution would be settled but it is one to which the different warring elements,
would be invited. They would be made ro quarrel and then they would say : "You
are quarrelling here and therefore not fit for self Government. The Englishmen are
so clever and they put their case in such a way as to make the world believe that
they have made a gesture to India and it is for India to respond. With that abject
Mr. Benn laboured hard and made a fallacious speech that India is already enjoying
Dominion Status. That is how the trap was laid. The Congress leaders discovered
it and declared that it would be an ignominy and humiliation to send any represent-
aJves across the waters to London on behalf of the Congress,"
Having next pleaded for the postponement of the decision on the questions
referred to by him till after the results of the Conference were known, Mr. Prakasam
said that the boycott of the legislatures took his breath away. "I cannot understand/*
he proceeded to say, *how Gandhiji has reconciled himself to put in the boycott of
the legislatures when the boycott of courts is more important when you are having
an Independence resolution. Independence means complete severance of the
British connection. A lawyer goes to the court and swears loyal' y. If we pass a
resolution for the boycott of legislatures without the boycott of courts we will make
ourselves ridiculous. This means independence on the one hand and loyalty on
the other. Have complete boycott by all means, whether there is response or not.
Response will come in due course. I have faith in the leaders and the followers.,
If you do not have all boycotts do not have any boycott at all. Lord Irwin was
touring Southern India a couple of weeks back and all the time he was anxiously
enquiring in his interviews with non-officials whether, if the Congress refused to
attend the Round Table Conference, there would be any other strong party. I am
an admirer of parties in the legislatures, but still in India where once it was not
possible to have party Government it was left to the Congress to send candidates
into the legislatures and declare to the world that they would make a party on
the lines on which Pandit Motilal Nehru was able to do it.**
*
mr. aney's amendment
Mr. ANE Y moved an amendment proposing the postponement of the question of
change of creed to a special session of the Congress and permitting participation in
the Round Table Conference, provided adequate representation on it was given to
the Congress and the political prisoners were released and enjoining Congress
representatives to place before the conference as approved scheme of Dominion
Status. He argued that nothing had happened to show that the Indian leaders* terras
would not be accepted. The presence in Gandhiji's resolution of the clause
appreciating the Viceroy's efforts was itself a certificate of the change of heart. If
that were granted, there was evidently cause to give more time for settlement of the
matter.
maulana zafar alts amen^bcsnt.
Maulana ZAFAR ALI moved an amendment which proposed to remove the pream-
ble, and to set up arbitration courts to administer justice in the place of kw courts,
and asked the Congress definitely to take upon itself the duty of organising Labour and
Peasants. He was developing his argument when, the befl rang to which he" replied :
uWhen Pandit Malaviya lectured on slavery, he was given fifty minutes, but I who
am teaching liberty get only five minutes.** (Laughter). The Maulana succeeded in
getting more time, and pleaded that the preamble be removed. He asked, what did
this cry of Dominion Status mean ? England was hardly of the size of the Punjalx
Therefore, it was for England to become a Dominion of India and not for India $o
work for becoming England's Dominion (cheers).
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